C 18 H 12 N4O 8 Zn, monoclinic, P21/n (no. 14), a = 9.5472 ( 
T = 291.2(3) K.
CCDC no.: 1838164
The crystal structure is shown in the figure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Source of material
A mixture of Zn(OAc) 2 · 2H 2 O (22.0 mg, 0.1 mmol), 1,2,3-benzenetricarboxylic acid (25.5 mg, 0.1 mmol), N-(4-pyridylmethyl)imidazole (15.9 mg, 0.1 mmol) and 6 mL distilled water in a 25 mL Teflon-lined autoclave was kept under autogenous pressure at 413 K for 5 days. After cooling to room temperature at a rate of 5 K h −1 , colourless block crystals OLEX2 [4] were collected by filtration and washed with distilled water in 27% yield. Elemental analysis calc: C 45.26%, H 2.53%, N 11.73%.
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were placed in their geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms.
Discussion
For decades, coordination polymers have been investigated due to their intriguing topological variety and potential applications [5] [6] [7] . In general, the structures of coordination polymers are totally dependent on organic ligands with different binding sites, metal ions with various coordination abilities, and reaction conditions such as temperature, pH, solvent, and reaction time. Multicarboxylic acids and the deprotonated products are employed to construct many coordination polymers with interesting structures. From a structural point of view, the anions of the 5-nitro-1,2,3-benzenetricarboxylic acid (H 3 nbta) may act as good ligands bearing up to three carboxylate groups and non-coordinating electron-withdrawing nitro-group on the aromatic backbone [8] . In addition, the flexible 4-((1H-imidazol-1-yl)methyl)pyridine (pyim) ligand possesses flexibility owing to the presence of a -CH 2 -spacer between the pyridyl ring and imidazole moiety, which makes it a useful bridge to construct coordination polymers [9] . In this work, we report a two-dimensional coordination polymer constructed from central Zn(II) ions, dianionic [10, 11] . The 1-and 3-positions in the Hnbta ligand are deprotonated and coordinated to two Zn(II), while the 2-position is still protonated. The Hnbta anions link the Zn(II) ions into a one-dimensional chain structure, and the pyim ligands further connect adjacent chanis to generate a two-dimensional layer.
